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flask is filled to its mark. In the case of extracts, 10 grams of the pastes are taken or
5 grams of the solids, and dissolved in water, and diluted to 200 cc. The standards
for comparison are made up in the same way and of the same strength. The dye-tests
are performed in the usual manner; that is to say, matching the sample to be tested
against the standard and noting the relative amounts of the two which are required.
In order to determine the relative proportion of hematoxylin and hematine (in other
words the degree of oxidation) it is well to proceed as follows: Mordant one test skein
of wool with 3 per cent of chrome and 1 per cent of sulphuric acid and a second skein
with 3 per cent of chrome and 4 per cent of tartar. Dye each of these test skeins with
2 per cent of the extract under examination, and compare them for the depth of color
developed. The first skein will show the entire color present (both the hematoxylin and
the hematine) whereas the second skein will show principally the hernatine. By com-
paring the results with tests on known standards of oxidation it will be possible to
arrive at a close approximation of the degree of oxidation.